The Hutukhtu is very fond of animals. You must see
his menagerie.'
'And what about his brains?'
'He's very much interested in learning.'
'And is he a man of determination?'
'This is Mongolia, General.'
Ungern said nothing for a moment or two. Then he
remarked:
'So you don't believe in reincarnation. That's a pity.
Get on with your history.'
* "Little Hsu," ' Sato continued, in a flat tone of voice,
'went back to Pekin, where he was hailed as a hero by the
Anfu Party, to which he belonged. The Anfus were en-
tirely devoted to Japan. An Anfu enthusiast went so far
as to propose the erection of a statue in the general's
honour. The three first days of 1920 were proclaimed holi-
days throughout China. They were intended to celebrate
the end of Mongolian autonomy, though their official
pretext was the bestowal upon the Hutukhtu of a title:
"I shang fu huct\ which means "He who helps goodness
and encourages education".
'Meanwhile "Little Hsu" returned to Urga. He sum-
moned the Hutukhtu and his ministers to the temple. There,
after keeping him waiting an hour and a half, he pre-
sented the Hutukhtu with a seal, a gift from the President
of the Chinese Republic, which was adorned with new
coloured signs, but no longer bore the title: "Khan of
Outer Mongolia". The general's troops were reinforced.
There was really nothing for the Living Buddha to do
but help goodness and encourage education. All this
happened just at the time when the Allies were letting
Kolchak down . . .'
'I know,' said Ungern. 'You are well informed. But,
as you're an engineer, you might be less long-winded,'
'Just as you like,' said Sato drily. CA force of military
police, armed with bludgeons, was formed in Urga. The